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Next Month's Magazine 
Please send all contributions for the June issue to: 
editorseergreen@gmail.com by 7 May 2023. Diary dates for the next two 
or three months would be very welcome.
Articles should be 300 words max and in WORD (.doc or .docx format) 
and photos should be jpeg format, preferably 300 dpi.  
Please note any items submitted may be edited for space, content  
or style.
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20 Our Living Village updates
28 Janet’s book reviews
30 A Spring Walk to enjoy
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Are you a subscriber?
You can buy an annual subscription to this magazine for only £10 a year (for 
10 issues) and it will be delivered free of charge to your door. Please email: 
editorseergreen@gmail.com with your name, address and phone number 
and one of our distributors will contact you. 

‘And all the world is glad with 
May’ John Burroughs (1837–1921 
naturalist and writer).
We certainly have plenty to look 
forward to in May with gardens and 
wildlife all bustling with new life.
The Coronation of King Charles III 
this month brings us an extra day of 
holiday and time to spend with family 
and friends as we help celebrate this 
historic occasion. 

From the Editors
In this edition find out about the 
various names for the Dunnock from 
Nora’s article and try David’s walk 
incorporating Aldbury, Ashridge and 
The Ridgeway.

Sue Puttergill, Carol Wright and 
Phil Moody
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I can’t quite believe it’s May already and this  
month sees the long awaited coronation of  
King Charles III. With an additional bank holiday 
weekend our communities have the opportunity to 
engage in both celebration and service. After his 
mother’s amazing 70 year reign, he was the longest 
serving heir apparent. At the Proclamation of the 
King, King Charles said “in carrying out the heavy 
task that has been laid upon me, to which I now 
dedicate what remains to me of my life, I pray for 
the guidance and help of Almighty God.” 
At Holy Trinity help and guidance is also something 
that we continue to seek. As many of you are aware 
our heating has broken beyond repair. Sadly there 
is no simple solution to this problem. Whilst a 
small group are looking into possible solutions to 
bring heat back into the building, it has led us to 
think about what we use our space for, what are 
our needs and the needs of our community and 
how might we seek to find creative ways to use 
our building.
We have some exciting ideas, but we want to hear 
from you too – there will be ways to get involved in 
the near future, to share your thoughts and ideas, 
so please take the opportunity to engage with us 
in this process.
The Bible contains many verses of both people 
asking for guidance and their testimonies having 
seen God’s faithfulness and leading. For King 
Charles, for Holy Trinity, and for each one of us, 
may we seek guidance from God to know the way 
ahead, so that our lives, and the lives of those 
around us can be enriched and strengthened 
throughout the years ahead.

Janna Holder - Children and Families Minister 

Thought for the Month 
Vicar 
Rev Jez Carr  rev.jezcarr@gmail.com 
 07916 559151 
Primary working days:  Tues, Wed and Sunday
Rector of the Benefice 
Rev Dan Beesley  revdbeesley@gmail.com 
01494 872097 07590 123603
Benefice Assistant Priests  
Rev Jenny Tebboth  07708 094532   
Rev Paul Henderson  

paul.e.henderson@btinternet.com
Licensed Lay Minister and Prayer Group 
Linda West  
Children and Families Minister and SGKIDS 
Janna Holder 07764 490960
Churchwarden and General Enquiries  
Janine Dunnell   07525 322955  
Parochial Church Council  
Audrey Hardy | Treasurer 07342 652707
Pastoral Care  
Heather Rowe 01494 677573
Church Flower Guild   
Pam Britton  01494 678466
Scouts | Explorers | Cubs | Beavers  

andrew@seergreenscouts.org.uk
Seer Green Brownies and 1st Seer Green 
Rainbows  
Carole Wharrier 07977 423555
Eight O’clock Club  
Monica Sado  01494 677851
Girl Guides  
Brenda Orr | District Commissioner 01753 887209
Jordans and District Rotary Club  
Naomi Arnold | Secretary   01753 663305
Jordans Horticultural Society  
Emma Pegram  01494 874574 
Shan Liu  01494 730312 
Faith Key  01494 870039
Jordans School  
Holly Swain | Head Teacher 01494 874217
Jordans Music Club  
Marion Pell | Chairman 01494 872875

Jordans Village Hall Office 10.00 - 1.00 
Chris Jenkins | Booking Secretary 01494 875177
Jordans Village Lunch Club  
Catherine Robinson  01494 873193
Jordans Village Nursery School  
Julie Leonard 01494 875603
Jordans Picture House 
Alan Sealy/Box Office              01494 873205
Jubilee Hall  
David Howkins  01494 857760
Jordans Quaker Meeting House and Centre  
Alex Wildwood   01494 876594
Little Ducklings Nursery   
Libby Wilson | Director 01494 672209
One Can  
Janet Stewart   janetestewart@gmail.com
Seer Green Allotments  
Barry Richardson / Chairman   01494 673407
Seer Green Baptist Church 
David Horncastle - Head Deacon    01494 677266
Seer Green Bridge Club  
Irene Machin | Secretary 01494 676321
Seer Green Church of England School  
Laura Morel | Head Teacher  01494 676344
Seer Green Gardeners   
Janet Stewart   07740 857451 
 seergreengardeners@gmail.com
Seer Green and Jordans Society  
Alan Kell  ourlivingvillage@hotmail.com 
 www.ourlivingvillage.org
Seer Green Lunch Club  
Gill Roberts 01494 677281
Seer Green Parish Council  
Liz Bates | Parish Clerk 01494 874233
Seer Green Pre school    
Kirsten Pole | Manager 01494 677190
Seer Green Football 
- United (juniors) Tim Wyatt   07833 246819 
- FC (adults) Art Anderson    07919 027351
Seer Green Village Choirs  
Jane Smith 07759 841205

Church and Community Organisations 
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Church Events | News
**STOP PRESS**

Holy Trinity is meeting back in its 
main building. Or at least, that’s the 
hope unless there’s a significant, 
late cold snap. Do get in touch if you 
would like confirmation. We’re so 
grateful to the Scouts for allowing 
us use of the Scout Hut for the past 
few months. Note that the heating 
hasn’t been fixed; we just feel like the 
weather will likely allow us to handle 
being in there without it! You may 
want an extra layer on colder days…

Having said that, on 7 May, there will 
be no service at Holy Trinity! We will 
be in the Jubilee Hall at 10am, for a 
joint service with the Baptist Church, 
in honour of the Coronation.

On 14 May, we will be in the church. 
After the service on 14 May, we will 
have our Annual Parochial Church 
Meeting (APCM), where we look at 
what we have done over the past 
year and what we would like to do in 
the future, so feel free to come and 
join that. APCM reports about our 

activities will be available in advance 
from the church on request, just let 
me know if you want to have a look 
at them.

Explore is also happening on  
14 May - 3pm in Long Grove Woods, 
in conjunction with the Baptist Church: 
a chance for littlees to explore faith 
and enjoy being outdoors.

There will be an Ascension Day 
service at the Parish Church of 
Chalfont St Giles at 8pm on Thursday 
18 May. 

Pentecost Sunday is 28 May, where 
we celebrate the coming of the Holy 
Spirit and the birth of the Church. 
Details of all the services are on the 
calendar

As ever, we’d love to see you at any 
of our services. All stages of faith and 
life are always welcome!

Jez Carr - Vicar 07916 559151

Contact us 
Holy Trinity website  www.seergreenandjordanscofe.org
Church Wardens and  Janine Dunnell 07525 322955 
General Enquiries   

Holy Trinity Services in May

3 May 10.30am Midweek Communion

7 May 10am Joint Churches Community Service Celebrating the   
 Coronation of King Charles III, Jubilee Hall

14 May 8am BCP Communion Service
 10am Morning Praise followed by Annual Parochial  
 Church Meeting

18 May Ascension Day Service at CSG, see notice board for  
 more information

21 May 10am Holy Communion Service

28 May Pentecost
 8am BCP Communion Service
 10am Morning Praise

For information about activities for children and 
families please contact Janna Holder 07764 490960

Donations to Holy Trinity

If you would like to donate to the work 
and upkeep of Holy Trinity Church 
there are many quick and easy ways 
to do so -

Go to our website: 
• seergreenandjordanscofe.org 

and scroll down the homepage to 
‘Online Giving’ and follow the link.

Or go to:
• https://tinyurl.com/4hx7cyzx

Or you can activate our Online Giving 
page by using the QR code opposite.

Donations in cash/cheque may 
be delivered to our treasurer at 58 
Chalfont Road. If you can Gift Aid 
your donation, please add your name 
and address.

If you would like to join our planned 
giving scheme, please speak to our 
treasurer Audrey Hardy on 07342 
652707.
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This year the Christian Aid campaign 
for Christian Aid week (14-20 May 
2023) focuses on Malawi and 
Mozambique. They say ‘Soaring 
costs are affecting people here and 
around the world. Families in Malawi 
are paying the price of this global 
crisis. 

Food, fuel, fertiliser and school fees 
have doubled in price in the last 12 
months. And hard -working families 
are seeing their harvests fail as the 
climate crisis brings increasingly 
erratic weather.

Cyclone Freddy, the longest-lasting 
tropical cyclone on record (lasting 
34 days), has hit Malawi and 
Mozambique. This cyclone is the 
equivalent of a full North Atlantic 
hurricane season.

Malawi experienced a year’s worth 
of rain during the 4-week cyclone. 

Christian Aid, charity for the month

The number of people affected by the 
Tropical Cyclone in Malawi continues 
to rise. Over 508,000 people are 
displaced and hundreds have lost 
their lives. There’s also an increased 
risk of malaria and cholera in the 
immediate aftermath.’

Jen’s story
‘Jen dreams of her children being 
able to have the education they 
deserve. Her hard-working boys 
have earned places at top colleges- 
but Jen cannot afford to send them 
both. ‘My heart longs to see our 
children finish school,’ says Jen. 
‘These dreams are important to me, 
because by doing so, I’ll be sure that 
I am creating a good future for the 
children.’

Jen and her husband have two 
acres of pigeon peas, but they 
are struggling with the effects of 

the climate crisis. The rainfall is 
unreliable, and there are more 
storms, flooding and stronger winds.

The pigeon pea is a tough plant, able 
to withstand a lot just like Jen. But to 
make the most of her crop, Jen needs 
to plant good quality seeds and sell 
for the best price possible, and not to 
unscrupulous middlemen.’

Christian Aid hopes to help farmers 
like Jen plant better seeds, secure a 
fairer price and build happier futures 
for their children.

For more information or to donate go 
their website 
www.christianaid.org.uk 
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Toddlers in the Woods Easter Bonnets Fruitfulness meditation
If you fancy a bit of quiet reflection 

Then why not visit the fruitfulness meditation in Holy Trinity church? It is set 
up so that you can follow the suggested activities independently. Please allow 
10-20 mins to look at the display, follow the guided meditation and decorate 
a pebble of your choice. We do hope you’ll pop in, all the materials you need 
are supplied.

Sarah Allen

Toddlers in the Woods is a Holy Trinity supported venture. Here they are with 
vicar Jez joining their session and singing with them. Easter bonnets were 
made too. For more information contact Ali Cork on 07803 139079
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have been interspersed with a range 
of professional bands and this year 
promises to be no exception.
Paul Waters, Band Co-ordinator, 
adds “We are very lucky to have such 
a depth of great musical talent in the 
village, and are delighted that so many 
local bands have signed up again 
for the 7th Festival this September 
alongside some professional acts. 
We have a fantastic lineup planned 
this year, including the outrageous 
rockers from the PFJ come back on 
stage by popular demand. Please 
follow our Facebook page where we 
will announce more details over the 
coming months.”
This year ’s dates have been 
announced as Friday 22 September 
(6.30pm to 11.00pm) and Saturday 
23 September (3.30pm to 11.00pm). 
Tickets will only be available online 
and will be on sale through Eventbrite 
from 1 May. 

Please check on the festival’s website 
www.seergreenbeerfest.com for 
links to purchase.
The festival committee is now chaired 
by Kay Senior who adds, “What is so 
amazing about the Seer Green Beer 
and Music Festival is the way that it 
really brings the village community 
together as well as supporting local 
food and drinks suppliers. The 
current committee would like to thank 
all who have been involved to date 
making this such a great event and 
all those that continue to be involved. 
I do hope to see as many of you as 
possible at the event in September.” 
 
Do watch out for those online ticket 
sales links which will go live on  
1 May and, after last year’s sell-out, 
please purchase your tickets early! 
Any questions about the festival can 
be sent to
seergreenbeerfestival@gmail.com
James Pennefather

MACHIN & CO
Chartered Accountants and Business Advisers

•        Sole traders and partnerships
•        Limited companies
•    Personal tax and VAT
•    Business strategy
•        Charities and Pension Funds

We provide a friendly and personal service to all our clients

Contact : Howard Machin on 01494 671366
or by e-mail on howard.machin@machinandco.com

19 Seer Mead, Seer Green, Beaconsfield, Bucks HP9 2QL

Registered by the Institute of Chartered Accountants in England and Wales
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Village Events | News
Seer Green Beer and Music Festival

2023 dates announced for the 
7th Seer Green Beer and Music 
Festival.
After a spectacular, sell-out weekend 
in 2022, we are delighted to confirm 
that the Seer Green Beer and Music 
Festival will be returning this autumn 
for the seventh time.
The first Festival was held in 2014 
to raise funds for a much needed 
new Scout Hut for the village. Initially 
the brainchild of Rachel Gibson and 
Simon Edwards, that first weekend 
was not only a great fundraiser but 
a much enjoyed event which brought 
the local community together around 

fantastic music, food and drink.  
That first undertaking resulted in a 
beer and music festival committee 
chaired by Nikki Walker and before 
we know it has become an annual 
fixture! After a two-year break for 
Covid in 2020-21, the demand to 
bring it back had not faded and the 
2022 event was so popular that we 
sold out.
Over the years, the Festival’s stage 
has showcased a mix of local and 
national music talent. Performances 
from homegrown bands like Crows 
and Arrows, Josh Harper’s band 
and Al Breeze’s band, Blind Diviner, 
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We’re excited to have been invited to help Seer Green children with various 
gardening projects this year. Ninety Key Stage 1 children at the school will be 
growing spuds in buckets during the summer term while Fuchsia planting was 
on the agenda at the churches’ Explore Easter event on 3 April. We helped 
fifty children to transfer their own tiny ‘Blue Angel’ plug plant into a pot to take 
home and care for over the summer. A few were hesitant about plunging their 
hands into lovely crumbly compost but most relished it! Fingers crossed that 
lots of them will appear in blooming glory at the Jubilee Hall on 16 September! 
25 more of the plants are earmarked 
for our Brownies to do the same and 
the rest are for residents signing up 
as below.

At the time of writing, we’re still 
looking forward to our Spring Show 
and Plant sale, hoping for a Baptist 
Hall full of flowers and people signing 
up for our own 2023 spud and 
fuchsia growing competitions. If these 
passed you by and you’d like to take 
part, click on the link on our website 
or drop us an email.

Seer Green Gardeners Gardening suggestions for May

• If you grow tulips in pots, they’re 
more likely to flower in future years 
if you move them from pot to open 
ground. Either way, after flowers 
are over, cut the stalks off at the 
base so they don’t waste energy 
on producing seed. 

• If slugs are enjoying the fruits of 
your labours, May is a good time to 
apply biological control nematodes 
which are easily obtained online. 

• If you’re ever unsure about how 
many tomatoes to plant in a Growbag, “Which” offers a handy rule of 
thumb - check the bag volume and allow 10 litres for each tomato and 15 
or more litres for cucumbers. 

Sally Ash - www.seergreengardeners.org seergreengardeners@gmail.com



Parish Magazine  1716   Parish Magazine  

Owing to the Coronation the May meeting will be on Thursday May 11 at the 
Seer Green Baptist Church at 8pm.

Denise Beddows - Writer of local history and biographical fiction will give a 
presentation:- ‘Digging up the Bodies’ - featuring 4 murders in the speaker’s 
own family tree, which came to light during family history research.

£4 with tea/coffee & biscuits. All are welcome.

Monica Sado

8 O'Clock Club

Mark 1 Motors
Accident Repair Specialists 
Insurance And Private Repairs

Low Bake Oven



01494 678936
Seer Green Service Station/Chalfont Rd

Seer Green Beaconsfield

Spring photos by Phil Moody
These lovely local spring photographs were taken by Phil Moody. We welcome 
contributions and you may have noticed some by Chris Waymouth in the 
magazine too. Just send them to editorseergreen@gmail.com
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Seer Green Allotments association

Even our beautiful new gate 
can’t protect us from a late frost, 
keep checking the forecasts. 
The month of May can bring us to 
more than one kind of succession 
so whilst the great and the good 
are busy in Westminster Abbey 
let us look at not just what we are 
sowing, but how much and how 
often. Succession planting, more 
often aspired to than achieved in my 
case, is the staggering of sowing the 
same type of seed by a few weeks 
so as not to crop all at once and be 
overwhelmed by a glut, forcing a cry 
of “Oh not this again” at the supper 
table and having acquaintances hide 
round corners when they see you 
approaching with another armful of 
courgettes/ lettuce etc… 

By all means sow an extra cucumber/
tomato/brassica/courgette seed or 
two, handy in case of unexpected 
fatality, and spares can be happily 
swapped or gifted. But a two week 
gap between sowing bean seeds 
can prolong your cropping season 
while not exhausting your love 
of the vegetable. Unless you are 
running a soup kitchen there is a 
limit to the number of ways you can 
enjoy a courgette, 3 plants is more 
than suffcient for most households!  
An early row of beetroot seedlings 
can be thinned, young‘uns destined 
for the salad bowl leaving space 
for the rest to grow. Don’t forget to 
harden young plants off gradually if 
started indoors. 

Tradition has us putting our spuds 
in on Good Friday, beans on May 
Day (old style 12 - 14 of May). Moon 
planting simply put, is root crops in 
when the moon is waning, plants 
that grow above the soil in when the 

moon is waxing. If you are dancing 
under the full moon this month call 
her Mother’s Moon, Hare Moon or 
Bright Moon. 

Charlotte Baggins

Chalfont  
Osteopathic 
Practice 

Also Cranial, Acupuncture, 
Bowen, Chinese Reflexology                        

● Back pain              
● Sciatica  
● Joints●Muscle                  
● Nerve  
● Head ● Neck                      
● Shoulder●Arm  
● Knee ● Feet                       
● Arthritic Pain             
● Sport Injuries        
● POSTURE 
● General Health     
● De-Stress  
& much more.  

Tel : 01494-87-2323               
Mob:07979-903-693 

www.chalfontosteopath.co.uk 

Registered Osteopath 
Preston Lee  BSc (Hons) Ost. 

Get Relief,  
Feel  Better 

Photo: copyright Chris Waymouth
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Our Living Village– Ah yes, I remember it well
Few things are more evocative than 
the first-hand memories of the older 
residents of our villages. As part of 
the Our Living Village project we’re 
collecting such memories, ready to 
post them on the community website 
www.ourlivingvillage.org. 

Several previous residents have 
contacted us from far and wide. Here 
are just a few examples.

Michael Rabiger lived at The Poplars, 
42 Chalfont Road from 1943 to 1952 
(aged 4 - 13). He’s now a world-
famous documentary maker living 
in Chicago. 

He writes: I grew up around people 
called Boddy, Bowler, Cyster, Child, 
and Payne; my teacher in the village 
hall kindergarten was Miss Fanny 
Worley. I saw a V1 fly over the church 
during WW2 and participated in the 
VE day victory celebration. I learned 
to ride my bike in the Cherry Orchard 
near the 1940s post office, and have 
many memories of growing up in the 
village. 

Dr Digby L James, publisher of old 
books and minister of the Quinta 
Independent Evangelical Church, 
Weston Rhyn, Shropshire has 
written:

Photo: Flossie Lofty - Inside the Old Post Office

I was born in the upstairs main 
bedroom at 14 Orchard Road in 1952 
and lived there until 1966. The privet 
hedge was planted by my father and, 
I guess, other neighbours. The long 
rear garden went down to a barbed 
wire fence bordering a Manor Farm 
field/cherry orchard. Going under the 
barbed wire once I caught my cheek 
on a barb and still have the scar - 
though now covered by my beard!

And Peter Martin wrote: My family 
moved out f rom Acton,W3 in 
October 1950 when I was three and 
bought a bungalow, built in1924 
(since demolished) and replaced 
at 38 Highlands Road. At that time 
Highlands Road was unmade as 
were Howard Road/Crescent and 

Gurnells Road. The latter was 
particularly prone to large puddles 
and mud - great fun as a child playing 
with friends! 

If you’ve got any village memories 
you’d like to record, please do share 
them with us at 
ourlivingvillage@hotmail.com 

Alan Kell - Seer Green and 
Jordans Society

Photo: Beaconsfield Road now Orchard Road
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News from over the Fields in Jordans
Spring is here in force and the 
colourful signs round the village 
breed optimism.

So ‘get growing’ suggest members of 
our very active Horticultural Society 
and to encourage us all they will be 
on the Green on Sunday 14 May 
both receiving seedlings grown by all 
with green fingers, (9am -10.30) and 
selling them for a very small amount. 
(11am - 1pm.)

All proceeds will go to fund the 
wonderful Flower and Vegetable 
Show in September. Come along and 
get just whatever you would like to 
see growing in your garden whether 
colourful flowers or potentially 
delicious vegetables! 

However before then we, as a village, 
join many other towns and villages in 
celebrating THE CORONATION - an 
event we haven’t had for a very long 
time. Join us on Sunday 7 May on 

Photo: copyright Chris Waymouth

the Village Green at 1pm armed with 
bunting, tables chairs - and of course 
crowns! - to celebrate in style - well 
- Jordans style.

As last year for the Jubilee the village 
BBQs will be alight and ready to 
receive anything that you would like 
to cook, music will resound over the 
Green and this year for the children - 
adults can join in too! - a fancy dress 
competition! The theme - well crowns 
and ‘kingly’ attire of course! Come 
and join us wherever you live - an 
event for all.

Musical events are strong in our 
village and I encourage you to come 
over the fields and join in. Jordans 
Village Performs is looking for 
local talent of all ages from both our 
villages to continue to stage informal 
concerts in our Village Hall. Simply 
get in touch with me and I will send 
relevant contact details. Don’t delay, 
it is such an exciting opportunity 
to play with, and listen to fellow 
musicians.

An exciting time of year - how I hope 
you enjoy it !

Ali Cork

Jordans’ School Jokes
We were sent these by Jordans school. Thank you!

At Flying Start, our combination of expert  
tutors, extensive resources, 11+ Superpowers™  
and small classes will leave your child feeling  
prepared, empowered and ready for the big day! 

From laying strong foundations in primary years, through 
to tailored test preparation, our unique programmes will:

• Prepare fully 
• Overcome limiting beliefs 
• Work smarter 
• Excel at exams 
• Ramp up performance 

t:  01494 772 898 
e:  hello@flyingstarttuition.co.uk 
w:  www.flyingstarttuition.co.uk

for the Eleven Plus
Power up 

Beaconsfield!

Lessons 
running in

What do you call a sleepy Stegosaurus?
A Stegosnorus

What did the toilet say 
to the other toilet?You loook flushed

Which animal makes  

the best pet?

A cat because it is  

purr-fect
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Summer Fair Saturday 10 June
If stall holders would like reserve a pitch,  

please contact: Pat Holdsworth 

01494 874565  07930 648485

Email p_holdsworth@hotmail.co.uk

Any raffle prizes or bottles for the tombola  
would be gratefully received. 

Jordans Music On The Green Sunday 9 July
We’ll look forward to seeing you all on the Village Green  

with your BBQ’s and Picnics.

Jordans Picture House
Our AGM and last screening of the season 
On Tuesday May 9 we shall hold our Annual General Meeting, followed by 
the very entertaining film “The Phantom of the Open” (12A). 

Doors open at 7.15pm and the Programme starts at 8.00pm. All are welcome, 
although only Members may vote at the meeting. The event is free for 
Members, but bookings should be placed in the normal way, either online or 
through one of our Box Offices.

The Notice of the AGM has already been emailed to our Members together 
with the Agenda, our Committee Report and the Accounts for the financial 
year to date.

During the meeting we will announce the selection of films for our next season 
(September 2023 to May 2024) reflecting the votes received from our Members. 

“The Phantom of the Open” 
(12A)

“The Phantom of the Open” 
is based on the true story of 
Maurice Flitcroft, a crane driver 
from Barrow-in-Furness, who 
managed to gain entry to the 1976 
British Open Golf Championship 
qualification round despite being 
a complete novice. Mark Rylance 
is brilliant as always, striking a 
remarkable likeness to Flitcroft, 
and his co-stars are Sally Hawkins 
and Rhys Ifans. Peppered with 
dry humour, it is an uplifting and 
moving comedy drama about 
pursuing your  dreams and 
shooting for the stars.

How to buy tickets  
(Adults £8.00, U15s £5)
Online: Go to www.jordanspicturehouse.co.uk  
See “Programme and Buying Tickets” 
Jordans Box Office: Alan Sealy  
alan@janetsealypartnership.com  01494 873205
Seer Green Box Office:  Gill Pettman  
gillyp4@btinternet.com  01494 678050

Jordans Picture House Committee
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Its name is Middle English for ‘small and brown.’ It feeds quietly under 
the shrubbery, hence its old name, ‘hedge sparrow’. Its song is brief and 
businesslike, pretty in an inconspicuous way: ‘Heedle de deedle de deedle de 
dee’. So sober does the Dunnock (Prunella modularis) appear, that the Rev 
Frederick Morris cited it in his 1853 History of British Birds as an example 
for us all to emulate.
But, as ornithologists 
now know, that’s not 
quite right. On April 1, 
in Hall  Barn Lane,  
I saw two Dunnocks 
fly into a hedge and 
sing. Most male birds 
won’t tolerate a rival 
so near, so what was 
up? Another Dunnock 
had just vanished into 
cover nearby. It might 
have been a female 
being courted by two 
competitors, who were only briefly tolerating each other. They would woo her 
by flapping their wings overhead while, if interested, she would flutter hers - 
hence another old species name: ‘shufflewing’. 
Or this may have been a ‘beta male’ helping an ‘alpha male’ see off an 
interloper from their shared territory. What does the beta gain from this? The 
female in such a ménage will sometimes evade the boss’s attention and mate 
with his lieutenant. This increases her reproductive chances, as all males 
who pair with her will help feed her chicks. Other Dunnock family structures 
include monogamous couples; two females with a male; and complex patterns 
of four or more. 
Unfortunately, the story doesn’t end there: the Dunnock is a favourite target 
of the Cuckoo, whose monstrous chick pushes the infant Dunnocks out of 
their nest, with the parents blind to the substitution. Dunnocks may raise up 
to three broods in a summer, however, so there’s a good chance some of 
their young will have a happy ending. 
Dunnock song: https://xeno-canto.org/788930
Nora Bennett

On the Wild Side in May: The Dunnock

Photo credit: Hobbyfoto Wiki, Wikimedia Commons Zero

Classical meets folk
A Concert in Jordans Village Hall

Friday 23 June at 7.30pm

Classical meets Irish Folk music  
in an evening of two halves. 

Jordans Music Performs offers you a 
varied and uplifting performance with 
the first half played by local musicians 
Jane Faulkner (violin) and Esther 
Cavett (piano): Bach G minor Sonata, 
Brahms A Major Sonata, Boulanger, 
Beech, Price and other delights. 

After the interval (when drinks will be 
available from the bar) the folk band 
Inauria – with Lewis (guitar), Ellie 
(fiddle), and Louis (singer) – will ask 
us to rechoreograph the seating to 
encircle their magical and exuberant 
performances of Irish Folk Music.

For full details of the event and to 
reserve your seat, please visit this 
link: https://tinyurl.com/azefsdh7

Esther Cavett
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Janet’s Book Reviews

Lily - Rose Tremain

Lily is a murderer! 

Abandoned as a baby at the gates of a London 
park, she is rescued by a police constable and 
taken to the foundling hospital from where she is 
fostered by a loving family in rural Suffolk. 

On her return to the hospital, she is faced with the 
suffering and harsh realities of being a poor orphan 
for the first time. 

Lily is a wonderful character, and it is impossible to 
not emphasise with her circumstance and journey 
in life – the reader really roots for her

I love Rose Tremain’s writing – no two of her books 
are the same. She engages the reader, sharing just 
enough information to keep us captivated, but not 
enough to guess what happens next, keeping our 
interest until the very last page.

This is a a heartrending story of the injustice and 
cruelty inflicted upon children in Victorian England, 
and of the tantalising possibilities of love and 
redemption.

Trespasses - Louise Kennedy

On the long list for the Women’s Fiction prize this 
is a devastating novel set in Belfast during The 
Troubles.

In the daytime, Cushla Lavery teaches seven-year-
olds in a small town near Belfast, in the evening, 
she helps her brother in his pub. In between, she 
makes sure that her alcohol addicted mother is 
still alive. 

There is not much happening in her life until, one 
evening, Michael Agnew shows up in the pub. 

He is a lot older than Cushla, but nevertheless, 
something sparks between them. 

Times are hard in Belfast when the war is raging 
in the streets and the news reports deaths daily. 

Michael’s job as a barrister puts him at risk, yet, 
with Cushla, political tensions are far away. Until 
they aren’t anymore.

She finds herself unable to help one isolated child 
Davy McGeown and his family. 

The two threads become expertly and painfully 
interwoven. Cushla finds herself living two 
lives, one secret, interior and with dangerous 
consequences. 

Not a cheerful read – but definitely one that will 
stay with me.

The Echo Chamber - John Boyne

This latest book from this versatile author, The 
Echo Chamber, is an hugely entertaining light read. 

It features the Cleverley family, how they live 
their privileged lives while at the same time, 
documenting and sharing their escapades on 
social media. 

The father is a TV anchor – a national treasure, the 
mother an author whose books are ghost written. 
She’s having an affair with her Strictly Come 
Dancing partner The children, well they are living 
the lives of privileged “snowflakes”!

At times hilarious and always thought provoking, 
it describes the obsessive preoccupation some 
people have for relating their experiences to the 
world while castigating and shaming others whom 
they perceive to have been offensive.

A modern satire with humour on every page. 

Janet Stewart



Parish Magazine  3130   Parish Magazine  

This walk starts from a pub in the middle of Aldbury, proceeding through the 
Ashridge Forest and on to views from The Ridgeway. Walk east from the 
village pond for 100 metres along the road, then take an unsignposted track 
diagonally to the left. Follow the track through the woods as the path gets 
steeper and eventually merges with a path from the right. The path flattens, 
and you arrive at the open space by the Bridgewater Monument, dedicated to 
the third Duke of Bridgewater, who lived in Ashridge House and was famous 
for building canals during the industrial revolution.

Take the obvious path north past the Monument, and continue on this well-
maintained, level track for 1½ miles. Pass a house and ignore tracks to left 
and right until a view opens up at the corner of a field, then go through a gate 

Aldbury, Ashridge and The Ridgeway and head down beside the field until you reach The 
Ridgeway. Turn left, and stay on The Ridgeway for 
1½ miles, crossing a road and car park and climbing 
gently up a ridge, with views to your right, to the top 
of Pitstone Hill.

After the high point, the path bears left, entering 
woods and Aldbury Nowers nature reserve. Follow 
the path until you turn to the left down wooden steps, and at the multiple path 
junction at the bottom leave The Ridgeway by turning left and then rapidly right 
through a copse. There is a golf course on your left and you eventually come 
out onto the course and walk down a clearly defined path through various 
gates back to the road near Aldbury. The golf course is part of Stocks House 
Hotel (seen to the left), previously owned by Hugh Hefner - with an ‘interesting’ 
and lurid recent history! It was also the venue for the cover of the Oasis album 
‘Be Here Now’. Turn left at the road and the village centre is ahead of you.

David Tryon

A beautiful ridge walk with extensive views

Length:  5½ miles

Start point:  Greyhound Inn, Aldbury

Difficulty:  Easy, but one fairly steep bit early on
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SEER GREEN MOTOR COMPANY LIMITED

  Vehicle Servicing
  MOT
  Repairs
  Diagnostics 
  Tyres
  Welding

  Local collection available

  29 Chalfont Road, Seer Green, HP9 2QP
  01494 680630
  Email: sgm@unicombox.co.uk

Celebrating 150 years of local service.  
For free estimates and advice please contact:- 

Freephone — 0808 155 0952      Beaconsfield — 01494 675594  
Email: enquiries@trippsremovals.co.uk   Web: www.trippsremovals.co.uk 

REQUIRE BOXES? VISIT — WWW.TRIPPSBOXES.CO.UK 
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Aerial-Fix
For all your TV needs

Digital TV Aerials • Multi-Point TV Systems
Satellite • Data Cabling • FM+Dab Radio

Supply • Installations • TV Wall Mountings
Domestic and Commercial Installing • CCTV
AV Home Entertainment Systems • WiFi Help

  Freesat • 20 Years Local Experience

Always Happy to Give Advice

Telephone: 07890 090881 • 01494 812987
Email: aerialfix950@gmail.com

PJ Home Improvements
Bathrooms, Plumbing, 

Tiling and Internal Decorating
High Quality Workmanship

Philip James

Tel: 01753 886234 or 07963 663928

pa_james@ntlworld.com

  

Traditional Village Free House

• Open every day from 10am for    
 Breakfast|Brunch 

• Garden Marquee available for private  
 hire  with Bespoke Menu

• Sean's Legendary Sunday Evening Quiz  
 from 8.30pm 

• Regular Live Music. See our Facebook or  
 Instagram for details. 

• Pre order Take Away Food available

Telephone: 01494 676308
Landlord - Chris Lillitou 
Head Chef  - David Wilkerson

www.thejollycricketers.co.uk
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Independent financial advice with a personal touch
Wealth Management | Investments | Mortgages & Equity Release
IHT Planning  | Employee Benefits | Retirement Planning 

25
YEARS

Contact us: 01494 817151 | info@fmifa.com | www.fmifa.com
Penn Barn, By the Pond, Elm Road, Penn, Bucks HP10 8LB

 Financial Management is a trading title of Philip Harper LLP which is 
authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority

fm

Personal Training Studio | Seer Green

Effective | Sustainable | Fitness | Health | Performance

Book your Free Consultation with Rich - hello@resultshpgym.co.uk

BEACONSFIELD   •   GERRARDS CROSS   •   AMERSHAM

N GILLIE DECORATING SERVICES
Commercial & domestic • 25 years experience

All work guaranteed • Fully insured
Local references available

We specialise in high specification projects using
only the highest quality products 

Friendly & reliable decorators providing a
professional interior & exterior service

54 Maxwell Road, Beaconsfield, HP9 1QZ
Email: nigelgillie@hotmail.com

Tel: 01494 681794 or 07771 521263
PENN   •   THE CHALFONTS   •   TYLERS GREEN

w
w
w
.castleglasscom

pany.co.uk
Quality windows, doors & 
conservatories from  a trusted 
family-run company
• UPVC & aluminium • Replacement, new 

sealed double-glazed units  •  leaded lights 

•  Glass cut while you wait • Mirrors 

• Toughened glass, shelves & table tops 

• Free advice & quotations • All work covered 
by insurance backed guarantee

Call us now on : 01494 873399
Castle Glass & Windows Ltd 
Chalfont St Giles, Bucks
or see our website!

w
w
w
.castleglasscom

pany.co.uk

For 30 year maintenence-free 
gutters, soffits & fascias – 
Mustang is a must!
•  Environmentally friendly • 30 year life 
expectancy • Maintenance-free • No joints 
– no leaks • No visible brackets • Available in 
black, brown & white • The only continuous 
aluminium gutter to obtain BBA approval!

• Free advice & quotations • All work covered by 
insurance backed guarantee

Call us now on : 01494 873399
Castle Glass & Windows Ltd 
Chalfont St Giles, Bucks
or see our website!

Castle Glass - AUT-09.indd   1 03/08/2009   10:43
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BUILDERS 
Turney Bros & Co Ltd 01494 675976 
50 Howard Crescent,  
Seer Green   
Gas Safe Registered  

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS 
Machin & Co 01494 671366 
Email: howard.machin@machinandco.com  
19 Seer Mead,  
Seer Green,  
Bucks  
HP9 2QL

CHIROPODISTS 
Therese Rogers  01494 874171 
MSSCh, MBChA 07802 782351 
Gill Bank,  
Copse Lane,  
Jordans  
Residential & Visiting Practice 
Chiropody | Reflexology | Reiki Healing | 
Indian Head Massage 
Email: therese.a.rogers@btinternet.com

GROCERS 
Jordans Village Community Store       
01494 873279 
Green West Road,  
Jordans 
Groceries, Household Refill &  
Off-licence (Mon-Sun) 
Post Office (Thurs am) 
www.JordansVillageStore.co.uk 

It is always advisable to obtain an estimate 
before agreeing to have work undertaken. 
Whilst the parish magazine endeavours 
to serve the community, we cannot take 
responsibility for the services supplied,  
or claims made, by our advertisers.

SMALL ADVERTISEMENTS

You could advertise your business 
on this page, with name, address and 
contact details, for only £40 per year.  
Or you can add up to 12 words for  
£50 pa.

GILLAM DÉCOR
For a quality interior and exterior painting decorating 

and wallpapering service

• Over 30 years experience
• Exellent references

• Specialists in domestic work
• Full public liability insurance

4 Seer Mead, Seer Green, Beaconsfield, Bucks, HP9 2QL
Tel. 01494 671 952 Mobile 07802 466721

Design & Typesetting by creatifdesign.uk | Creatif Design offer a design service for advertisers 
To discuss your design requirements please contact kathryn@creatifdesign.uk or 07501 766962

Printed by South Bucks Print | High Wycombe 01494 437470

Advertising - connecting you with local 
customers.
Advertising in this magazine gives you the 
opportunity to reach over 400 households 
in Seer Green and Jordans, two of the most 
sought-after villages in the county.
Our new advertising rates are the same 
whether you advertise in colour or b/w. 
You can provide your own artwork or we can 
design your ad for you for a very reasonable 
fee.
We publish 10 issues each year and prices 
start from as little as £75 per year.  
For all advertising enquiries please email:  
advertisingseergreen.gmail.com or call 
Kathryn Osborn  07501 766962

Subscribing - connecting you with your local 
community.
The cover price for Your Parish Magazine is 
£1 per issue, or you can take out an annual 
subscription for only £10 and it will be 
delivered to your door each month. 
If you would like to subscribe and benefit 
from free delivery please send an email with 
your name, address and contact details, to: 
editorseergreen@gmail.com
Or you can phone one of our volunteer 
distributors: 
Alison Davies      01494 671421 
Carole Campbell   01494 677330

Advert ise your business wit h us.Advert ise your business wit h us.
Pr ices start fr om as l itt le asPr ices start fr om as l itt le as £ £75.0075.00

P lease contact Kat hryn O sbornP lease contact Kat hryn O sborn
07501 76696207501 766962

advert isingseergreen@gmai l.c omadvert isingseergreen@gmai l.c om
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