Homily for All Souls’ Day, 3rd November 2019  by Mrs Linda West LLM
Reading: Revelation 21.1-7, page 1249 Pew Bibles with reference to Psalm 23.
We have gathered to remember our loved ones who are no longer with us.  People very close and very special to us – husbands, wives, parents, sisters, brothers, children, very close friends, colleagues and neighbours.  Each one special to us, and special to God.
Some of these people will have died very recently and others much longer ago – maybe even 25, 50 or more years ago.  But our loss is still as great and it is important that we take time aside to remember that very special person who we had the privilege to know and share our lives with.  We need to remember all the good times we shared together, the special moments, the special things that person did for us and even the bad times when we may have had to nurse them or them us, or support each other through life’s other difficulties.  It’s all these things that formed that special relationship.  
But, however much we might like to look back on the past, we have to live in the present.  Not always easy when we still have that pain of loss inside us.  But we are not alone in this.  Hopefully we have relatives and friends to support us at the times we feel bad, and our church family here – and in other churches across country and the world – is here to support us when we need.  
And most importantly we have a friend in Jesus, who is always there to hold our hand and see us through the dark times – he is the shepherd who will see us through the valley of the shadow of death as Psalm 23 puts it, a hymn version of which we shall sing later.  We can rely on him to always be there for us and he really doesn’t mind what we say to him about how we feel, we can let it all out.  He is our best friend, and we can confide in him all those thoughts and feelings about our situation which we wouldn’t dare say to anyone else.
And as we go through the present, even if only going through the motions, doing the everyday things which need to be done, which in themselves can be cathartic, we have also to start to look to the future.  Here is where our reading from Revelation comes in.  It paints a beautiful picture of the future with God where there will be no more pain, no more death and mourning, and no more tears.  
In Biblical times, Jerusalem was the symbol of the city in which all was good because the temple was there and God dwelt in it.  This new city of Jerusalem is compared in the rest of Revelation with the city of Babylon which was seen to represent all that was evil, as was the sea, which is why the passage also says there will be no more sea.  

We live in a very beautiful part of the country but, if we believe this passage, its beauty is nothing compared with what is to come.  
But this glorious new city is not just a future existence as far away as the furthest star we can see in the sky.  It comes and touches earth even whilst we are still alive, and we can enjoy the glory of that day even now.  We get a glimpse of it every time someone says a kind word to us, every time someone puts a comforting arm around us, every time someone does an act of kindness, every time someone smiles.
Of course, there will be times, even years down the line, when the grief at the loss our loved one will suddenly hit us and we will find the tears welling up again.  It is natural and we know that Jesus understands and is waiting by our sides ready to put that comforting arm around us, be with us as we have a good cry, and then give us the strength to get up and carry on with whatever task or activity we have to do next.
One of my favourite hymns is Robert Bridges’ All my hope on God is founded, sung to the Herbert Howells’ tune ‘Michael’, so named after Howells’ son had died in childhood a few years before its publication.  If we hang on to that hope in God, Jesus, we can be sure that he will see us through our days of sorrow.  He will help us to adjust to life without our loved one, to carry on with life as they would have wished.
And living in that hope, we know that we can look forward to the time when we stay forever in that holy city, surrounded by our loved ones, as we all worship God together and enjoy the most unimaginably beautiful surroundings.
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