Sermon by Mrs Linda West LLM

14th July 2019:  Holy Habits – Serving
Readings: Genesis 3.1-18, page 59; Luke 10.38-42, page 1042
Theme: To reflect on holy habit of serving
We live in an extremely complex society where we all inter-act with each other.  We are all served by innumerable people every day, many of whom we will never see or know the name of such as the people working in the electricity company this morning in order to provide us with the light and power we need to run our service.  And we are all called to serve in many ways in our daily and Christian lives, whether it be giving service to our families, friends, church, community, employer, voluntary service, to our country or to the wider world.  
This morning we are considering the holy habit of serving and the Holy Habits booklet gives countless examples and suggestions of ways we can serve as individuals, as a church, a community or as part of the wider world.  As a church we can tick the box as already doing some of these things, such as having a collection point for a local food bank.  
This morning, conscious that most of you will not want a long sermon as you want to get out and serve our community through the church fete, I am going to concentrate on aspects of serving brought up by our two readings.  
Firstly, the graphic story of Moses and the burning bush.  Moses was by this time quite old and was happily serving in a nice retirement job looking after his father-in-law’s flocks.  But all that is to change as God calls him to serve by facing up to the all-powerful Pharaoh and leading the Jews out of Egypt into the promised land.  We can quite imagine why he is a bit unwilling to serve and argues with God about the task he has been set.  
This is not an uncommon re-action to a call to serve.  I am not the only minister in the church who made loads of excuses before accepting that God wanted me to serve in this role.  And in many aspects of our daily lives we can all think of good reasons why we should not do something, and that someone else would be so much more suitable to do it.  
There is a fear about a new challenge and the unknown, but we can take comfort from the fact that even Jesus, in the garden of Gethsemane, asked if he could be released from the task ahead.  But, Jesus having gone ahead and done his Father’s will and died and risen for us, we can be sure that he will be with us and help us to serve in whatever way he requires, whether it be within the church or outside it.
There are many ways we have to serve which are forced upon us such as looking after sick relatives, tasks we have to undertake in our work or volunteering, legal duties such as filling in tax returns or re-applying for our driving licences every 3 years as we get older.  
As many of you know, my favourite Bible verse if Philippians 4.13 ‘I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me’, and it is just as helpful when considering these types of service as serving in the church.  
And then we come to the familiar story of Martha and Mary.  
Dear Martha – I think many of us can identify with her.  Stuck in the kitchen slaving away over a hot stove, whilst her sister sits with the men in the main room just listening to Jesus’ teaching.  Who does she think she is?  Women should be doing the chores and men doing the listening – at least that is how it was in Jesus’ day – thankfully things have changed considerably since then.
But what can we learn from the way Martha was trying to serve Jesus?  
There are undoubtedly times when our serving will require a great deal of busyness.  At times it is unavoidable.  But how often is it of our own making?  What is our motive?  Was Martha busy trying to impress Jesus with the latest super-duper recipe from a master chef rather providing a simpler, perfectly adequate, meal which would have allowed her to get less stressed and spend more time with her honoured guest?
Many of us here like to entertain and provide food for special occasions but is there a lesson here for us to keep an eye on whether we serve because we want the best for our guest or whether we want to impress?  Equally in all aspects of our serving.  Of course we want to do our best, particularly if the service is being done in Christ’s name, but we need to prayerfully consider whether the extra time we spend in perfection could be better used serving in some other way.  
For the past 20 years, I’ve been very grateful that I worked on the Millenium Bug where time pressures were such that first draft had to be final copy – it taught me to do the best job in the time available rather than strive for perfection and that was the best way I could serve my employer.
And then we come to Mary.  She chose not to serve but to be served.  She allowed Jesus to talk to her and teach her through what he was saying.  However philanthropic we might be, we have to accept that there are times when we need to be served both in our church life and outside it.  In the complexities of morning service we all serve in some way, but we are all served by others during the service as well.  
In our daily lives, we are served in countless ways and it may take humility to accept them, such as when we get older and realise we can’t do what we used to do and have to accept others serving us with tasks we might prefer to do ourselves.  
But was Mary just being served?  We don’t know what Jesus said to her, but he may well have been telling her how he wanted her to serve him.  Being served as well as serving is an important balance in our Christian lives and we need, like Mary, to sit at Jesus’ feet and discern from him what the balance between our serving and being served should be – every single day of our lives.  
And we need to know when it is right to give up a particular aspect of serving either to take on another task or simply because we need a rest.  
There is a balance between faith and works.  Paul tells us in Ephesians (2.8-10) to remember that we are saved through faith, not works, but Peter tells us that it is through our good deeds our faith is seen (1 Peter 2.12).
The message of Christ gets out to others through the manner in which we serve and how we accept the service of others.  We need to show Christ’s love as we serve and show thankfulness as others serve us.
As we go out this morning, let us serve with joy and receive others’ service and, above all, that of Christ, with thankfulness.  
(8 mins)
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