EVENSONG – 7.4.19 – WHOSE SIDE ARE YOU ON?
Readings: 	Psalm 35.1-10, page 386 Prayer Book; 
2 Chronicles 35.1-6 and 10-16, page 469 Pew Bible; 
Luke 22.1-13, page 1057 Pew Bible

Theme: To consider whose side we are on and how to stay on the right side

Whose side are you on?

Well, when it comes to football, I think we know whose side some of our congregation are on.  And when it comes to fiction, I think some of us are on the side of James Bond as he fights off the baddies.  Some of us spent our working lives on the side of the worker, sorting out legislation to ensure fair pay and conditions and safety for those at work.  And when it comes to politics, if we end up having a general election soon, I wonder whose side we will be on?  Or are we all so confused we don’t know whose side we will vote for?  

But when it comes to religion it is clear which side we are on or we wouldn’t be here.  

But what can we learn from our readings tonight?

Our psalmist – who is thought to be either a king or military leader – is clear that he believes that God is on his side, and he pleads with him to strike down his enemies, and, if God answers his plea, then he will rejoice in his salvation.  

This is a very common attitude which we see time and again in the Old Testament, but most of us would probably say a rather different prayer nowadays in the light of the New Testament attitudes borne out by Christ and the apostles’ ministry.  We have seen so much unnecessary bloodshed and misery caused by wars over the last century or so, that we would surely make our psalm a plea for peace and harmony among nations.  

But what about our gospel reading?  Here we see Judas, who had been on Christ’s side turning against him.  A story we all know only too well.  

Judas’ problem was that Satan entered into his heart and he carried on with the plan and allowed Satan to stay there – at least until he realised the enormity of what he had done and committed suicide in remorse.  

It is easy to criticise Judas, but are we any better?  How often does Satan sneak into our hearts and cause us to lose our temper because we are a bit tired? To tell that white lie? To ignore those in need and stay in the comfort of our own homes?  To say those unguarded words which we regret later?

Yes, we’re all guilty of letting Satan get the upper hand at times.  But how can we prevent this?  

Well, surely the answer comes in our two readings from Chronicles and Luke which Elizabeth read so nicely.  

In 2 Chronicles we see very detailed preparations for celebrating the Passover and placing the ark of the covenant back in the temple.  ‘In the dark days of Manasseh and Amon, [it] seems to have been removed by faithful Levites and carried elsewhere for its protection (Pfeiffer and Harrison, p 418).  Now, in 621 BC Josiah brought it back.  

Our reading not only gives very detailed preparations for the meal but also for the preparation of the people, who are to gather in family groups helped by the Levites to do everything necessary to celebrate the Passover.  

Perhaps there is something for us here as we think about our modern-day celebration of the Passover, as Christ re-interpreted it at the Last Supper, and which we celebrate regularly in our church services.  How well do we actually prepare for this most important meal?

Well, those of us who do chalice duties count out the wafers, make sure there is enough wine and water, light the candles, stand by to hand the elements to the priest, say the right words as we offer the chalice and wash up afterwards.  But what about our hearts as we do this?  I know that my mind often wanders off from the great privilege of what I am doing when helping set up, serve and clear up after Christ’s most sacred meal. 

And what about each of us as we come to communion services?  Do we just rush out of the door, arrive in the nick of time, perhaps just praying a quick prayer before the service starts?  Or do we really prepare before we ever leave the house?  When I was confirmed, I was given a little book by the vicar to help me prepare each time I came to communion because it was such a special occasion. I have to confess I do not now know where that little book is.  But shouldn’t I be giving just as much attention to preparing for communion as I would, say, to dressing up to go to a wedding? 

Food for thought.  

In our Holy Habits series, we are concentrating during March and April on the breaking of bread together and how important it is for our Christian living and growth.  Coming regularly to the Lord’s table with our fellow Christians is a good way of ensuring that we stay on Christ’s side and stay focussed on him.  The food he gives us at communion is not just a bit of wafer and a sip of wine but real spiritual food to strengthen us for the days ahead, to help us resist the temptations Satan puts in our way, and to help us to stand up and be counted for Christ when we are asked whose side we are on.  

So how often should we come to this most holy meal?  I was told in my youth that confirmed Christians should take communion at Easter and on at least one other occasion during the year.  But this is not what the Bible says.  In 1 Corinthians 11, Paul re-iterates the words used by Jesus at the Lord’s supper in the manner he says he received from the Lord himself.  ‘This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me’.  It is this version we have taken into our communion services, and it implies that communion should happen far more often than twice a year.

Most of us will make point of coming to communion on Easter Sunday, but to me, Maundy Thursday communion is the most important celebration of the Last Supper as it is the anniversary of its actual institution, and yet it is often a very poorly attended service.  I hope to see you there.  

Unfortunately, after all this talk of Passover and the Last Supper, this is not a communion service.  But let’s at this point wish each other the peace.

Since we are justified by faith, 
we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who has given us access to his grace.

The peace of the Lord be with you
And also with you.

Let us offer one another a sign of the peace.

(7 mins)
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