SERMON – PALM SUNDAY 2019 (14 April 2019)
Readings: 	Philippians 2.5-11, page 1179 Pew Bible; 
Luke 19.28-40, page 1054 Pew Bible; 
Hymn: Let us join the jostling song, Emma and John Turl, Jubilate Hymns Ltd.

Theme: Follow Jesus or go the wrong way

It’s Easter holidays.  I wonder, has anyone been away this week or gone out for days?

Did anyone find themselves in a big crowd?  

What was it everyone was trying to look at?  

Well today, we think about a large crowd and we have a new hymn about it called ‘Let us join the jostling crowd’, up on the screen.  Who can tell me what the word ‘jostling’ means?  

(It’s like when there is a large crowd and everyone is trying to get a good view and they all tend to bump into each other in trying to see.  It’s great for those at the front, or the tall people who can see over the heads of everyone else, but not so much fun for those at the back, or who, like me, are a bit short to see.)

Well, today is Palm Sunday, who was this jostling crowd trying to see?  

Yes, the extraordinary sight of Jesus riding into Jerusalem on a young donkey that had never been ridden before; and everyone was so excited that they threw their coats and palms into the road to make it nice and soft for Jesus to ride on.  

It’s great to follow an excited crowd, and it’s really great if the crowd we are following is following Jesus.  This is what the first half of our hymn is about and how the crowds praised God for Jesus being his Son and their King – the person they had all been waiting for, who they called the Messiah, or in the words of our reading from Luke, the son of David.  

But the second half of the hymn reminds us that the crowd wasn’t always so happy, and how easily people can be led away from following Jesus.

Verse 4 tells us that even as Jesus rode into Jerusalem with all the crowd shouting ‘Hosanna’, his enemies inside the gates were plotting how to get rid of him.  And as we go through this week we will be remembering how by Friday the crowd won’t be shouting ‘Hosanna’ to greet Jesus, but asking for him to be killed by the most painful death as they cry ‘Crucify him’.

It’s very easy for us to be led astray and, instead of following Jesus, doing things he wouldn’t like.  We’re not likely to shout ‘kill him’, but we have to be careful not to let ourselves be led by the wrong crowd rather than following Jesus.

How do you think we can do this?  

Yes, by praying to Jesus, by reading our Bibles, by coming to church to learn about Jesus and by staying with the crowd that follows Jesus.

Verse 5 of our hymn asks Jesus if he chooses to allow himself to suffer in order that we can have him with us forever.  We know that Jesus thought and prayed very hard about this as we have his prayer in the garden of Gethsemane in our Bibles, where he asks God not to let it happen if that be God’s will, but says to God ‘not my will but yours be done’.  He knew he was the son of God, and on God’s side, so he had to go through with it.  Yes, he actually chose to do it for us.

And we need to be willing to give things up and make sacrifices so what we can keep following Jesus and stay in the joyful, jostling crowd.

Verse 6 reminds us that Jesus’ perfect sacrifice and resurrection conquered death not just for him but for us as well.  We will all die but, because Jesus died for us we will all go with him to Paradise where he is crowned our King for ever.  Isn’t that wonderful?

And this is not just a song.  Our reading from Philippians is very much along the same lines – it reminds us that Jesus made the sacrifice by being willing to come to earth as a servant to die for us, and because of his obedience to God he is now in the highest place in heaven, where everyone bows down to him and proclaims him Lord.  

And we are promised that we shall join him there if we follow his crowd rather than the crowd that would lead us astray.  

So as we go through Holy Week to Easter Day and relive this story once again, let’s make sure that we stay close to Jesus and follow the crowd that is with him rather than the crowd that is against him.

And as we come to sing our new hymn, let’s really think about the words as we remember we want to be part of the jostling crowd following Jesus. 

(6 mins plus answer time)
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