SERMON – 8 April 2018 
Theme: Believing and sharing 
Readings: 
Acts 4.32-35, page 1096; 
John 20.19-end, page 1089.
Objective: To use a quiz not only to test Bible knowledge, but to bring out things we can learn from the answers
Get choir to sit with congregation.
We’re going to do things a bit differently this morning.  This is one of those Sundays when we never quite know whether there will be children, so I thought we would have a bit of fun and have a quiz.  
If children present, get them to be team leaders, keep score, say who is first to put hand up and take microphone to them.  If none, use adults.  Divide into teams.
All the answers to our quiz have come somewhere in the service before now, so I expect everyone to be able to answer them.  Where answers are open to interpretation, I’m looking for the wording (or a précis) of the actual words used in the Bible, the service sheet, or a hymn.  
Please put your hand up if you know the answer and …….. will judge which hand goes up first, and ….. will take the microphone to them.
Questions:
1. What did the disciples do with their possessions?  They shared them. Acts 4.32.
2. Why did John write his gospel?  So that we might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing we might have life in his name. John 20.31  [Give extra points if they do full quote]
3. What did Jesus bring when he visited the disciples?  John 20.19, 21-23.  Peace, the Holy Spirit, the ability to forgive sins, a commission.  [Point for each statement]
4. What was freed when my chains fell off?  My heart.  And can it be, verse 4, line 5.
5. Who continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord?  The apostles.  Acts 4.33.
6. Were the doors open when Jesus visited the disciples?  No.  John 20.19, 26.
7. What was Thomas’s other name?  Didymus.  John 20.24.
8. What did Thomas say he needed to do to believe that the other disciples had seen Jesus?  See the nail marks in Jesus’ hands, put his fingers where the nails were, and put his hand into his side.  John 20.25.  [Point for each thing]
9. How long did Thomas have to wait to see Jesus?  A week.  John 20.26.
10. What word did Jesus use about those who believed without seeing him?  Blessed.  John 20.29.
11. What do I no longer dread?  Condemnation.  And can it be, verse 5, line 1.
12. What are we rejoicing and being glad in?  This is the day that the Lord has made.  Service sheet, welcome, page 2.
13. Who brings us back to himself and forgives our sins?  The God of love.  Service sheet, minister’s words after confession, page 3.
14. What word is used to describe the disciples’ feelings when they saw Jesus?  Overjoyed.  John 20.20.
Get team leaders to count score.
Well, it’s great fun to have a quiz that tests our Bible knowledge and how much we take in of the words we say, sing and hear during the service, but what can we learn from what we’ve heard this morning or what can we take home to help us with the coming week?  
I’ve got a few thoughts, but I wonder if anyone would like to offer any first? 
Share ideas and add some of mine.
John wrote his gospel in order that we could believe.  We need to read our Bibles regularly in order to help our belief and how that affects the way we live.
Thomas said that he needed to see Jesus and place his finger in the nail marks and put his hand in Jesus’ side to believe Jesus was alive.  Jesus said that those who believed without seeing him would be blessed – that’s all of us.  
The God of love forgives our sins because we not only confess them but do so believing that Jesus died for us and rose from the dead thus bearing our sins and bringing us back in line with God.  This gives us wonderful freedom in our heart and means that we are no longer condemned.
Believing in Jesus we receive his peace and his holy spirit.  With this peace and having the holy spirit with us, Jesus wants us to accept the same commission he gave to the disciples to go and tell others all about him.  
One of the ways we witness is by how others see us living our lives.  We read that the early church shared everything with the rich selling their goods to help feed the poor.  We live in a much more complex society and it might not be feasible to live in community and share everything.  But there is the lesson here that we, who are comparatively rich compared with many others should give generously to the poor.  We also need to, with God’s guidance, review how we use our money, time and 
possessions.  
There’s lots of things to think about there – perhaps we should each just take one point away with us this morning to pray about and help us live this week as people of risen Lord Jesus.
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