Cassa’s email for July and August 2017

Dear All, 

I have a lovely photo of most of the 'Benefice' staff team at our new curate Paul Henderson's (second from left) deaconing at Christ Church Cathedral. It was a marvellous event and we are delighted to have Paul on our team. Please pray for him as he begins his ministry amongst us. 
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'A Big thank you'
I would like to say a massive thank you to everyone for their hard work and support of our first 'Friends of Holy Trinity Church and Community Fete'. We raised an incredible £4,150 for Friends of Holy Trinity projects which include the leaking roof and peeling paint on the East wall. I am so grateful to everyone who baked and donated items to sell, those who gifted raffle and auction prizes, those who moved tables and chairs, cleaned BBQs, donated and set up gazebos, manned stalls, created beautiful flower displays, came and spent money and then cleared it all up afterwards! Particular thanks, goes to the planning team (Bev Bradley, Katharine Parker, Pam Britton and Jane Spoerry) who have worked so hard over the last few months. 

Services
Our service pattern will remain the same through the holidays with activities for children set out in the vestry at the non-all age services. Our curate Jenny will be covering the Sunday 30th July (10 am Family Communion) when I am away and our rector Ian will be covering the 6th August (10 am Family Service). For the next three weeks in August, we will have the theme in our sermons of worship to help us with our thinking for the service review at the end of August
Service Survey
At the end of August, we will be having a service survey which the PCC is undertaking as part of our mission action plan. We will be looking at our current service pattern and asking ourselves if it is ensuring that the heart of what our church is about is being carried out - 'Looking Up' in worship, 'Looking In' through worship in spiritual development and 'Looking Out' from our worship to building the kingdom of God in our community and daily lives. This survey will aim to help us think about some of the issues people have been speaking to us about related to the times and style/content of our services. 

Annual Vicarage BBQ
You are all invited to our annual Vicarage BBQ on Sunday 13th August 1 pm. Myles and I will provide the BBQ food and soft drinks, we ask if people could please bring a salad or pudding and other drinks if they would like. You may also like to bring a chair. 

Splash Holiday Club
Our annual holiday club which we do jointly with our friends at Seer Green Baptist Church will be from Tuesday 22nd to Thursday 24th August. Please speak to Janna if you can help with children's groups, registration, setting up and taking down or for the BBQ on Thursday evening. Please also pray for the event and the children coming to it. 

PCC News
Our PCC met last Thursday to discuss various aspects of church life, including:

· A discussion about communion services where there are not enough people attending to be able to have communion (the legal minimum is 3 people plus the priest). It was agreed that this is fine if it is Cassa taking the service but if a priest has had to drive from elsewhere this was not a good thing, so if Cassa is away and benefice staff cannot cover then someone will lead a Morning Prayer service. 

· The finances of the church are running roughly on budget and it was reported that a very generous legacy of £13,000 has been left to the church. 

· The service review was discussed. It was felt that some teaching and discussion time on worship in August would be useful before everyone is invited to respond to the survey at the end of August. 

· Cassa reported that we would have a prayer theme for the Autumn term with various activities on this theme including some more prayer days. 

· The PCC agreed at as Christmas Eve is on a Sunday this year that our usual Christmas pattern should offer a said communion service at 10 am on Christmas Eve but that we would not have a normal Sunday pattern on top of all the Christmas Eve/Christmas Day services. 
Full minutes will be available in the folder in Church in due course. 

Coffee Morning 
This Thursday we will have a coffee morning from 10.30-12pm in our church in aid of the Grenfell Tower fund. 

May God bless you this month, in your work, in your home, on your holidays. May He be with you in your joys and uphold you in your sorrows. 

All good wishes, 

Cassa
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