Cassa’s Sermon : Worship 1 ‘Looking Up’
Sunday 13th August 2017: Ninth after Trinity
Readings: 1 Chronicles 16: 23-36  and  John 4: 21-24

Slide One
For the next three weeks we will have a mini sermon series on Worship. 

We are due at the end of this month to have a review of our services, when everyone will be able to comment on times, frequency and types of services. What they think is working or not working and make constructive suggestions. 

In order to give us a little background for this I thought it might be good for us to think about what our services are about: what is the point of coming to church for a service of worship? Why do we gather together and sing hymns, read the bible, hear a sermon and receive communion or a blessing? 

Of course the simple answer is that we come, as Jesus says in our reading from John with the aim ‘to worship God in spirit and in truth’. We come to worship the awesome creator of the universe. We look up to seek God’s face and raise our hearts to him in praise. 

Slide Two
I wonder why you came to this service this morning? Maybe to worship God in spirit and in truth……. maybe your heart is heavy and you have come today to seek God’s peace and comfort……….maybe you felt you ‘ought’ to come out of a sense of duty………maybe you are thankful for a blessing in your life and you have come to give thanks to God………maybe you are on a rota and you had to be here to do something as part of the service…….maybe there is not one reason but a combination. Whatever our personal reasons for being here this morning, lets focus together and remind ourselves what worship is all about. 

Slide Three
Aiden Towzer, the great preacher and author describes worship like this:
Worship is to feel in your heart and express in some appropriate manner a humbling but delightful sense of admiring awe and astonished wonder and overpowering love in the presence of that most ancient Mystery, that Majesty which philosophers call the First Cause, but which we call Our Father in Heaven.

So worship is primarily about God not about us. This is something we can so easily forget but it is important because to worship God in spirit means to present ourselves humbly and openly so that God’s spirit may work in us. We can only do this is if we are focused on God and not ourselves. 

Slide Four
To worship God is to recognise his worth or worthiness; to look God-ward, and to acknowledge in appropriate ways the value of what we see. 

The Bible calls this activity "glorifying God" or "giving glory to God," and views it as the ultimate end; the whole activity of Christian people. In a sense everything we are and everything that we do as Christian people flows from our worship of God.

So glorifying God is in walking to the top of a mountain, looking out at the amazing view and saying ‘wow, the creation is amazing!’ as we acknowledge God as creator. 
It is in reading about God in the Bible, maybe John 3: 16, ‘for God so loved the world that he gave his one and only son’, and recognising the incredible depth of God’s love.  
It is in coming here to this place set aside for the task of the worship of God and joyfully placing God first in our lives.

Slide Five
The glorifying of God in worship as our 1 Chronicles reading shows us is a six-fold activity: 
1.  praising God for all that he is and all his achievements; 
2.  thanking him for his gifts and his goodness to us; 
3.  asking him to meet our own and others' needs; 
4.  offering him our gifts, our service, and ourselves; 
5.  learning of him from his word, read and preached, and obeying his voice; 
6.  telling others of his worth, both by public confession and testimony to what he has done for us. 

Slide Six
Therefore, we might say that the basic formulas of worship are these, and all our services follow this basis pattern:
"Lord, you are wonderful"; 
"Thank you, Lord"; 
"Please Lord"; 
"Take this, Lord"; 
"Yes, Lord"; 
"Listen everybody!" 

This is worship in its largest sense: petition as well as praise, preaching as well as prayer, hearing as well as speaking, actions as well as words, obeying as well as offering, loving people as well as loving God. 

However, the primary acts of worship are those which focus on God directly and we must not imagine that work for God in the world is a substitute for time spent with God in praise, prayer and devotion.

So over the next few weeks we might want to reflect:
-  First on our own attitudes to Worship: are we placing God first in our worship or are we allowing other things like duty, rotas and self-centred attitudes to get in the way of showing our love for God in worship – what is our attitude of heart? The prophet Ezekiel says is your heart a heart of stone or a heart of flesh. God wants hearts of flesh. 

- Second when we think about worship in a church community we think not just of our personal ways of worshipping God but those of others as well. God has made us each uniquely and we all have personal preferences in our modes of worship, quiet or noisy: traditional or contemporary. One is not better than another and we need to think not just of our needs but of those of others – remembering worship is about God not about us. 

- Third we are guardians of this place set aside for worship for the whole community, that is the nature of being part of the established Church of England, we are not a private community but a public one, as William Temple said, “the Church is the only society which exists for the benefit of those who are not its members”. How are we ensuring that this place of worship of God is available and accessible for all of our community? 

John Wesley was about 21 years of age when he went to Oxford University. He came from a Christian home, and he was gifted with a keen mind and good looks. Yet in those days he was a bit snobbish and sarcastic. One night, however, something happened that set in motion a change in Wesley's heart. While speaking with a porter, he discovered that the poor fellow had only one coat and lived in such impoverished conditions that he didn't even have a bed. Yet he was an unusually happy person, filled with gratitude to God. Wesley, being immature, thoughtlessly joked about the man's misfortunes. "And what else do you thank God for?" he said with a touch of sarcasm. The porter smiled, and in the spirit of meekness replied with joy, "I thank Him that He has given me my life and being, a heart to love Him, and above all a constant desire to serve Him!" Deeply moved, Wesley recognised that this man knew the meaning of true thankfulness. 

Many years later, in 1791, John Wesley lay on his deathbed at the age of 88. Those who gathered around him realised how well he had learned the lesson of praising God in every circumstance. Despite Wesley's extreme weakness, he began singing the hymn, "I'll Praise My Maker While I have Breath."






