Cassa’s monthly email: 3 February 2017

Dear All, 

I hope this email finds you well. This week our 'Village Services' planning group asked me to give them some suggestions on a short J John video to play at the beginning of the joint outreach service that we will be hosting at Holy Trinity on Sunday 19th March. J John as we know has some hilariously funny jokes and stories. One of my favourite and one of the ones I have suggested to the group is his description of what he does....

"Well.....I work for a global enterprise. We have outlets in nearly every country of the world. We have hospitals, schools, feeding programmes, orphanages and we do work in the area of justice and reconciliation. Basically we look after people from birth to death and we deal in the area of behavioural alteration. Its called the Church - have you heard of it?"

Please see https://youtu.be/L6TGxKvSqH8 to hear the whole clip. 

When explained like this, it makes the Church, the people who follow Jesus, sound rather amazing, don't you think? Who wouldn't want to invite someone to join this amazing organisation? 

I wonder who you might be considering inviting to either the service on Sunday 26th February 10.30am (hosted at the Baptist Church) or Sunday 19th March 10am? There are invitation cards on the welcome desk at the back of Church so please do pick one up to invite someone who you think might be interested in finding out more about Christian Faith. 

Services this Month
This Sunday is our family service and our theme is God's Love. Then in the evening Linda will be leading our monthly evening prayer service, exploring the theme of 'actions speaking louder that words'.  Next Sunday is our communion service and I will be looking at 1 Cor 3 and all our roles in our own growth in faith and helping others to grow in faith. On Sunday 19th Feb we will be having talk 9 in our J John series on the Ten Commandments. The first of our joint outreach village services is on Sunday 26th Feb, hosted at the Baptist Church. Each Sunday across the month there will be an 8am traditional communion service and at 11am on Wednesdays there is a midweek communion service. 

Lent
Lent begins in March on Wednesday 1st March with a special 'Ash Wednesday' service at 8pm, this is a wonderful opportunity to lay down things that our troubling us and ask for God's healing. 

Our joint Lent groups will be happening again this year. The three daytime groups are: Thursday 9th, 23rd March and 6th April 10.30am-12pm. The evening groups will be: Tuesday 7th March, 21st March and 4th April. The theme this year is 'Sharing God's Love'. There is a sign up sheet at the back of church or please speak to Linda (673821) if you are interested in joining a group. 

PCC Update/ Communication
One of our Mission Action Plan aims is to improve the communication between the PCC and the congregation. The PCC has considered how to go about this as up until now minutes have been put into a folder in the back of Church. At our last PCC meeting in January it was decided to include PCC minutes on my email from the Vicar which I have attached. You also have my 'Update from the Vicar' and the draft 'Overview Plan for the Year'. We hope this will enable people to feel more in touch with our PCC who represents you all. Our next PCC meeting will be Thursday March 23rd 8pm and I will be putting together a 'Who's Who' of PCC members so we are all familiar with who is on the PCC so that we can direct our thoughts to them for the meetings. Also please put in your diary the APCM which will be Sunday 30th April 11.30am after the 10am service. 

Jesus says in John's gospel (6:29) when asked what people must do to do the work God requires, "the work of God is this: to believe in the one he has sent." Simple really isn't it? Believe in Jesus, for he will give you life. Life in your everyday life...we don't have to do anything special except believe in Jesus as we go about our everyday lives and we will be doing the work God requires of us. 

May you see God's blessing this month as you follow Jesus, 

Cassa
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