SERMON BY LINDA WEST: Sunday 10 June 2016, Sea Sunday
EVENSONG REFLECTION 
Readings: Psalm 107.23-30; Genesis 1.1-10; Mark 4.35-41

Aim: To reflect on how we can the sea to challenge our faith

Today is Sea Sunday, so tonight we are thinking about the sea.

I truly believe that the Bible is the word of God.  But there is one verse I find really difficult to believe, that is Revelation 21, verse 2, where John in his vision of what the new Jerusalem (heaven) will be like, says that ‘there will be no more sea’.  So much so, that at my father’s funeral I mis-read the passage and boldly pronounced ‘there will be no more sin’.  Well, true, once we come to the final kingdom of God, the devil will have been defeated and there will be no more sin.  The authorship of the Book of Revelation has been the subject of scholarly debate but if, as many suppose, it was written by the Apostle John it may have been written when he was banished to the island of Patmos by the emperor Domitian for 15 years - which might explain why he wanted to see no more sea.  

Whether or not there will be sea in or surrounding the eternal city, what is certain is that it forms a major part of our present world and, as well as using it as a food source, we use it for leisure, work and as a route to escape from terrorist regimes, and it is these three aspects of our use of the sea that I want to reflect on tonight.  

We read the beginning of Genesis tonight, and there is no doubt that the sea was an essential part of God’s creation.  Had we read on into Chapter 2 we would have read ‘On the seventh day God had finished the work he had been doing; so on the seventh day he rested from all his work.  And God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it he rested from all the work of creating that he had done.’  

If God needed rest from work, so much more do we and by resting himself he set an example that it is right to enjoy periods of relaxation.  So it is right that we enjoy being by or on the sea to relax.  We are now in the holiday season and many of us will, or will have been, to the sea to relax and regain strength for the year ahead.  Many of us do not feel our year is complete unless we have seen and smelt the sea and some of us just have to dip our feet in and have a paddle.  And, of course, many of us enjoy cruising as a perfect and relaxed way of seeing the world. 

But the sea is not just there for us to enjoy.  For many people it is their place of work.  And that work can at times be very hazardous.  Living in a very land-locked part of the country, none of us actually work at sea, but we still need to remember those who do.  

We need to thank God for fisherman risking storms to bring lovely fish to our tables, and thank God those in the merchant navy who bring so much of the food we eat and goods we use into our country.  We need to pray for their safety and for that of those serving in our navy to keep our country safe.  We need to remember all those serving on cruise ships and ferries to give us the pleasure and holidays we enjoy.  

We need to remember that all those serving at sea are separated from their families for weeks or months at a time and pray for those relationships and pray for organisations such as the Seafarers’ Mission that exist to try and bring comfort to those away at sea and to their families at home.  

We need to remember those who put their lives at risk when things go wrong, and particularly we might remember the work of the RNLI and similar organisations across the world, and coastguards keeping a careful watch on those at sea.

Our Psalm described how those who go to the sea see the works of the Lord and his wonders in the deep.  Being out on a boat in mid-ocean at night and seeing the mass of stars and moonlight on the water is awe-inspiring, and those who dive see wonderful marvels under water.  But our Psalm also describes vividly the terror of storms at sea.

In our reading from Mark, we read how Jesus calmed the storm on the sea of Galilee.  I find it difficult to imagine a storm there as, when we visited, it really felt like the words from that favourite hymn ‘O Sabbath rest by Galilee’.  But like all enclosed seas, the weather can suddenly turn and it certainly did when Jesus and the disciples went across to the other side of Galilee.  

We love the sea, but at times it can be a very frightening place.  In recent years, we have seen all too often on our television screens, the havoc and wholesale loss of life and property caused by storms and tsunamis, and the sad case a few years’ back of a group of cockle pickers caught by a rapid tide.  And in the past couple of years, we have heard of so many refugees losing their lives at sea as they make such a desperate bid for freedom, using vessels that really weren’t built for the job.

We need to pray for all those affected by what we might call the terrors of the sea, and to continue to pray for the situations which cause so many to try and escape by sea to new lands.  And we need to pray for all those organisations who set out to help where disaster associated with the sea occurs.    

But the story of Jesus asleep in the boat reminds us that he stays calm in all situations and is there to calm our fears when we find ourselves affected by what we might call ‘the storms of life’.  He never promised us an easy life following him, but we can be sure that he is not actually asleep in the boat, but watching over us all the time, and that he is always there to hold our hand when things get difficult.  We only have to remember he is there.  And, in the fullness of time, he will guide us safely into the port, which we call heaven, whether or not there is actually any sea there.

(5 mins)


Let us pray:

Dear Heavenly Father

We thank you for creating the wonderful world in which we live and for the relaxation and enjoyment we can have visiting the sea, swimming or paddling in it, or going on boats whether they be ferries or cruise ships.  We pray for everyone on holiday at this time, that they will have a lovely time and come back really refreshed.  

We pray for all those who work at sea in order to improve the quality of our lives.  We pray especially for all those who work in risky situations to bring us food, goods and peace.  We pray for the families of all at sea – please be with them and the ones they miss at sea and comfort them at the times when they feel very alone.  We pray for all the organisations who care for seafolk and their families, please give them wisdom in dealing with tricky situations and give them opportunities to spread your love.  

We pray for all those who risk their lives to rescue people caught in difficult situations at sea and for coastguards keeping watch over holidaymakers and all who work at sea.

We pray for all refugees trying desperately to escape from war-torn countries and pray tonight especially for those crossing stormy waters that you will bring them to safety, and that they may be welcomed in the countries in which they arrive.  

We thank you that you are with us in the storms of life and in a moment’s silence, we each bring to you anything that may be troubling us at this time and pray for your peace.  (Pause)

We bring to you all those suffering bereavement at this time and name before you in the silence those who we know personally.  (Pause)

We bring to you all those facing the storms of illness or waiting for diagnoses or treatment at present, especially remembering John Evans, and Elvira and the family; George Noakes, and David Wyllie.  And in the silence we remember those known to us personally who are ill at present.  (Pause)

Finally, we pray for our Government and the civil servants who advise it, and for the European institutions as they seek to calm the storm arising from the Brexit vote.

In Jesus’ name, we ask these prayers.

Amen.

Back to prayer book.
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