





Yr A 2017 Lent 1 Matthew 4: 1-11
At the Women’s world day of prayer on Friday I was struck by the confession prayers that we prayed, which talked about the excuses that we use not to help the weak and powerless:
‘we have used the excuse that we are only one voice among many’. 
‘we have used the excuse that we need a strong military to protect our interests’
‘we have used the excuse that our financial giving will be misused’. 
Excuses are a very effective way of keeping us from doing the will of God. They are an effective way of keeping us from following Jesus. 
In the Screwtap Letters by C.S. Lewis, Uncle Screwtap is always encouraging and advising his Nephew on how to tempt his charge away from ‘the enemy’ God:
“You will say that these are very small sins; and doubtless, like all young tempters, you are anxious to be able to report spectacular wickedness. But do remember, the only thing that matters is the extent to which you separate the man from the Enemy. It does not matter how small the sins are, provided that their cumulative effect is to edge the man away from the Light and out into the Nothing. Murder is no better than cards if cards can do the trick. Indeed the safest road to Hell is the gradual one—the gentle slope, soft underfoot, without sudden turnings, without milestones, without signposts”. 
There is no doubt that we are all ‘tempted’ by a voice of ‘seduction’, which offers us excuses not to act or to act from selfish desire. Often that voice seems so near the truth that we do not see ourselves going off the Christian path in a very different direction. 
Our reading from Matthew’s gospel today starts, ‘then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the desert to be tempted by the devil.’ I would like us to notice that Jesus is not on his own, God by his Spirit is with him whilst he is being tempted by the devil. 
If we apply this to our own experience we can see that we do not have only the voice of temptation with us, we also have the voice of God’s Spirit. A voice of promise, a voice that says, ‘I love you and I am with you’. That voice says to us in our reading today, ‘my word is bread, eat from it and have life’. 
We will have opportunities on this Lenten journey to make decisions; economically, personally, and in terms of self-perception, hearing more than one inviting voice. 
We have the opportunity to listen to these two voices and learn how to answer the seductive one with the words of God. 
We learn during this time how to hear God’s voice more clearly; through the spiritual disciples of prayer, study, fasting and acts of charity. 
We learn through these disciples how to make choices that are more like Jesus’ choices. 

Let us pray:
God of love, 
Teach us in this season how to listen to the voices of promise and seduction and how to tell them apart. May we hear better your voice of assurance that says, ‘I am with you’, that we may walk faithfully before you.   Amen. 


